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PARTNER WITH US 
IN EBONYI

30 YEARS

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 

Federal Republic of Nigeria

From improved seedlings to finished cocoa products - 
 for grown, processed and packed in Ebonyi State

Nigerian, African and European markets. 

EBONYI 
NIGERIA’S NEW 
COCOA FRONTIER 

GROUNDBREAKING      DECEMBER 2026

30 Years of Nigerian cocoa aggrega�on & export

Partnership enquiries: CDI Capital, Project Delivery Partner
roland@cdi.org.ng +234 816 835 9860

We welcome investors, technology providers and European buyers to join 
Nigeria’s newest cocoa origin. Meet the Farmgate team at the Investment Wall 
and in today’s B2B and Business-to-Finance tracks.

Farmgate builds its 
cocoa aggrega�on 
and export base

CRIN analysis
confirms Ebonyi’s 
cocoa poten�al 

SOIL STUDY

Project presented to 
the EU cocoa industry, 
Brussels 

29 OCT 2026 NOV 2026

Partnership 
framework with 
Ebonyi State
Government 

2027 ONWARD

Seedlings to farmers, 
plant build-out, EU 
market entry 

END DEC 2026

Processing facility and seed 
mul�plica�on greenhouse, Ebonyi
State

GROUNDBREAKING 

1 2 3 4 6

THE ROAD TO GROUNDBREAKING 
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Daan Dullaart, J.S Cocoa



Event Delivery Team
1.          Roland Oroh, Project Director, EUNAP,
2.  Nathaniel Odiba, Communica�on, Marke�ng and M&E 
3.  Joshua Oguchi, Pla�orm Manager, EUNAP 
4.  Ms. Mercy Oviangbede, User Engagement, EUNAP
5.  Euphemia Uchendu, Accountant, EUNAP 
6.  Dr. Dele Ayemibo, Trade and Investment Specialist, EUNAP
7.  Mr. Gbenga Ogundipe, EUNAP Representa�ve, Belgium 
8.  Mr. Winston Odita, EUNAP Representa�ve, Germany 
9.  Ms. Sarah Fadika, West Africa Cocoa Engagement Expert 
10.  Lutheran World Relief Nigeria and C-Lever.org
11.  Ms. Nkiruka Okoronkwo, EUNAP Representa�ve, Italy

European Cocoa Associa�on (ECA) Team 
1.  Nadia Markiewicz-Al Saeedi, Communica�ons Manager
2.  Joaquin Rivero - EU Affairs Officer  
3. Catherine Entzminger - Director General 
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Speaker Profile 

H.E. Amb. Dr. Adeyemi Adebayo Emmanuel
Ambassador Dr. Adeyemi Adebayo Emmanuel is a career diplomat with 
extensive experience in interna�onal rela�ons, diplomacy and security 
affairs. A foreign service officer of Nigeria's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, he has 
served in Hong Kong and at the Nigerian Embassy in Paris, and he rose to the 
rank of Deputy Director in the Ministry. He holds a doctorate in interna�onal 
rela�ons and diplomacy from CEDS Paris, a master's degree in interna�onal 
rela�ons from Obafemi Awolowo University, and a bachelor's degree in 
management and poli�cal science from the University of Ibadan. As 
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Nigeria to Belgium, Luxembourg and 
the European Union ins�tu�ons, he leads Nigeria's engagement with 
European partners and ins�tu�ons. He is an ac�ve member of the Group of 

African Ambassadors in Brussels (GAAB), where he works with fellow envoys to strengthen African 
coopera�on and dialogue. His exper�se in diplomacy, mul�lateral engagement and security is central to 
Nigeria's rela�ons with the EU. He has taken part in interna�onal conferences on counterterrorism and 
security and has published in reputable interna�onal journals.

Page 07

Sen. John Owan Enoh
Honourable Minister of State for Industry, Federal Ministry of Industry, 
Trade and Investment, Federal Republic of Nigeria
Senator John Owan Enoh is a Nigerian public servant and legislator with 
extensive experience in governance, public finance and na�onal economic 
development. He began his career as a Sociology lecturer at the University of 
Calabar, where he served from 1991 to 1997, before entering poli�cs. He 
subsequently served in the Cross River State House of Assembly, the House 
of Representa�ves and the Senate, where he chaired key commi�ees on 
Appropria�ons and Finance. Appointed Minister of Sports Development in 
August 2023, he was redeployed in October 2024 as Minister of State for 
Industry in the Federal Ministry of Industry, Trade and Investment. In this 

role, he contributes to Nigeria's industrialisa�on agenda, with a focus on strengthening domes�c 
manufacturing, a�rac�ng investment and expanding local value addi�on. His work aligns with the 
Federal Government's drive to develop compe��ve industries, deepen local supply chains and create 
economic opportuni�es through produc�on and trade.

Senator Enoh has been ac�vely involved in advancing Nigeria's cocoa value addi�on agenda. At the 2026 
Cocoa Value Addi�on Summit, he emphasised the importance of domes�c processing and industrial 
development, underscoring the need for Nigeria to move beyond expor�ng raw commodi�es and 
capture greater economic value from its agricultural resources. At the West Africa Cocoa Origins EU 
Industry Match-Making Forum in Brussels, his contribu�on is par�cularly relevant to discussions on 
expanding Nigeria's cocoa produc�on, a�rac�ng investment into local processing, strengthening trade 
partnerships and connec�ng West African cocoa-producing regions with European industry. His 
par�cipa�on reinforces the importance of collabora�on between government, producers, processors, 
investors and interna�onal buyers in building a more compe��ve and value-driven cocoa sector.
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Dr. Kingsley Uzoma, PhD is the Senior Special Assistant to the President on 
Agribusiness and Produc�vity Enhancement in the Office of the Vice 
President of Nigeria. He supports efforts to advance agricultural 
transforma�on through improved produc�vity, strategic partnerships, and 
coordinated implementa�on of priority agricultural ini�a�ves. He brings a 
mul�disciplinary background spanning agricultural development, 
environmental science, research, and project management. He holds a PhD 
from To�ori University, Japan, and an MSc from Ghent University, Belgium.

His work focuses on strengthening agricultural value chains, promo�ng 
innova�on, improving food security, and facilita�ng collabora�on among 
government, development partners, and private-sector stakeholders to 

drive sustainable agribusiness growth in Nigeria.

Chris Beetge is the Regional Head Europe and Global Head Cocoa 
Opera�ons at ofi (Olam Food Ingredients), with over twenty years' 
experience within the cocoa & chocolate industry. He joined Olam in 2015 
as Chief Financial Officer Cocoa, following the business' acquisi�on of 
Archer Daniels Midland (ADM), where he was General Manager, Cocoa & 
Chocolate. Chris leads cocoa opera�ons with responsibility for ofi's global 
footprint of cocoa assets, including manufacturing, supply chain and 
quality & food safety.  

Passionately commi�ed to furthering his own and colleagues' 
knowledge, Chris recently completed the Wharton School, University of 
Pennsylvania programme on Digital Transforma�on, collabora�ng with 

colleagues to establish inclusion, diversity, and equity councils, and is currently championing 
colleague par�cipa�on in the LEAD Network Europe, which focuses on advancing women in the 
consumer goods and retail industry.

Michel Arrion
Execu�ve Director, Interna�onal Cocoa Organiza�on (ICCO), Abidjan, Côte 
d'Ivoire
Mr. Michel Arrion has served as Execu�ve Director of the Interna�onal Cocoa 
Organiza�on (ICCO), based in Abidjan, since January 2019. A lawyer by 
training, he brings approximately 30 years of experience as a European 
Union civil servant, including diploma�c service as EU Ambassador to 
Nigeria, Rwanda, Liberia and Côte d'Ivoire. He holds a Master of Laws from 
the University of Liège, Belgium, and a postgraduate cer�ficate in European 
Integra�on and European Economic Law from the University of Amsterdam, 
the Netherlands. As Execu�ve Director, Mr. Arrion leads the ICCO's work in 
promo�ng a sustainable global cocoa economy through interna�onal 

coopera�on, market transparency and improved livelihoods for cocoa farmers.
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Mr. Bukar Musa
Chairman, Na�onal Cocoa Management Commi�ee (NCMC), Nigeria
Mr. Bukar Musa is a senior Nigerian agricultural professional and public 
servant with over two decades of experience in agricultural development, 
food security and policy implementa�on. He serves as Director of the 
Federal Department of Agriculture at the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and 
Food Security and Chairman of the Na�onal Cocoa Management 
Commi�ee. He holds a B.Sc. in Agriculture (Crop Science) from the University 
of Maiduguri and an M.Sc. in Crop Physiology and Produc�on. Previously, he 
served as Director of the Projects Coordina�ng Unit, contribu�ng to 
agricultural development partnerships, climate-smart agriculture and rural 
development ini�a�ves.

As Chairman of the NCMC, Mr. Musa supports efforts to strengthen Nigeria's cocoa industry through 
improved coordina�on, traceability, sustainability, quality standards and value addi�on. His work is 
relevant to strengthening Nigeria's posi�on in interna�onal cocoa markets and improving opportuni�es 
for farmers and industry stakeholders.

His Excellency Mr.  Henry Tachie-Menson is currently Ghana's Ambassador 
to the Kingdom of Belgium, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and Head of 
Mission to the European Union. He has served in this posi�on since July 
2024. Prior to his pos�ng to Brussels, Ambassador Tachie-Menson was the 
Ac�ng Chief Director of Ghana's Foreign Ministry between 2021 and 2022 
and Chief of Protocol of the same Ministry between 2022 and 2024.

In the last three decades Ambassador Tachie-Menson has ac�vely provided 
support for policy formula�on and implementa�on in different capaci�es 
within strategic departments of the Foreign Ministry, namely Policy, 
Planning, Monitoring and Evalua�on Bureaux as well as the Africa, 
Mul�lateral and Protocol Bureaux.  Ambassador Tachie-Menson's extensive 

experience in diplomacy includes years of service in Ghana's Diploma�c Missions in Namibia, USA (New 
York) and Ethiopia, where he advanced Ghana's interests and championed cri�cal global ini�a�ves.

Ambassador Henry Tachie-Menson is a Chartered Administrator from the Chartered Ins�tute of 
Administra�on and Management Consultants (Ghana) and holds advanced degrees in Peace and 
Security, Human Resource Planning and Development, Mul�lateral Diplomacy, Business Administra�on, 
Philosophy and Poli�cal Science.  

Dr François MANGA ESSOUMA holds a PhD and is a Senior Research 
Scien�st specialising in cocoa and coffee produc�on systems, agroforestry, 
and sustainable agriculture. He serves as an Agroforestry Specialist at 
Cameroon’s Na�onal Cocoa and Coffee Board (NCCB) and as the ins�tu�on’s 
Permanent Representa�ve to the Cameroon Sustainable Cocoa Commi�ee 
(CCDC). In this capacity, he contributes to the implementa�on of 
Cameroon’s na�onal strategy for deforesta�on-free cocoa and coffee 
produc�on
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Roland Oroh
Project Director, EU-Nigeria Agribusiness Pla�orm (EUNAP) | Founder and 
Director, Agribusiness Register Limited
Roland Oroh is a business development specialist with over 25 years of 
experience in agribusiness development, investment a�rac�on, bilateral 
trade facilita�on and agricultural value chain development. He was part of 
the team that ini�ated the UK-DFID-funded Propcom project between 2005 
and 2008 and has experience in the development of rice, cashew and 
soybean value chains. As Project Director of the EU-funded EU-Nigeria 
Agribusiness Pla�orm (EUNAP), Roland leads efforts to connect Nigerian and 
European agribusinesses, facilitate trade and investment, and create 
opportuni�es for strategic partnerships. He is also the founder of 

Agribusiness Register Limited, established in 2018 to improve access to business informa�on, networks 
and resources across Nigeria's agricultural sector. His exper�se in business development, value chain 
strengthening and investment promo�on is central to EUNAP's B2B engagements, where he supports 
connec�ons between producers, processors, exporters, investors, technology providers and service 
organisa�ons to unlock commercial opportuni�es and strengthen Nigeria-EU agribusiness coopera�on.

Samuel Adimado, Managing Director,
Rostoff Marke�ng Limited  President, LICOBAG 
Samuel Adimado is Managing Director of Rostoff Marke�ng Limited, a 
Ghanaian Licensed Buying Company built on digital, climate-smart systems 
and full EUDR compliance. He is President of the Licensed Cocoa Buyers 
Associa�on of Ghana (LICOBAG) and Vice President of the Coffee Federa�on 
of Ghana.With over 23 years in agribusiness and value chain development, 
he has led Kuapa Kokoo Limited and Niche Cocoa Sourcing Ltd., and advised 
Fairtrade Interna�onal, where he helped build cocoa coopera�ve businesses 
across Ghana, Sierra Leone and Liberia, genera�ng about $12 million in 
annual Fairtrade premium.He holds an M.Phil. in Agricultural Administra�on 
from the University of Ghana.
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Nikolas Haller 
Programme & Project Manager ECOTOP Suisse GmbH 
Nikolas Haller has served as Programme Manager at ECOTOP Suisse GmbH 
since 2022, coordina�ng the organisa�on's interna�onal programmes and 
projects in close collabora�on with its leadership, technical specialists and 
implementa�on partners. His work connects the prac�cal exper�se of 
Dynamic Agroforestry (DAF) with programme development, strategic 
partnerships and project implementa�on. He supports the design and 
coordina�on of ini�a�ves that advance regenera�ve agricultural systems, 
biodiversity, climate resilience and more diversified smallholder livelihoods. 
In the cocoa sector, his focus includes building partnerships between 
producers, technical organisa�ons and industry stakeholders, par�cularly 

around opportuni�es for cocoa farm rehabilita�on and renewal through DAF in West Africa. 

His role involves transla�ng field-based agroforestry experience into collabora�ve programmes and 
viable pathways for implementa�on. Since 2021, he has also been a co-founder of ECOTOP-DE UG, 
ECOTOP's German subsidiary, contribu�ng to its organisa�onal development, interna�onal posi�oning 
and partnership building. At the Nigeria/West Africa Cocoa Origins – EU Industry Match-Making Forum, 
Nikolas Haller represents ECOTOP's programme and partnership development work, suppor�ng 
dialogue with Nigerian and European stakeholders on prac�cal opportuni�es for Dynamic Agroforestry 
in cocoa landscapes.

Dr. Joachim Milz 
Co-Founder, ECOTOP Suisse 
President, ECOTOP Foundation
Dr. Joachim Milz is a tropical agriculture specialist and a pioneer of Dynamic 
Agroforestry (DAF), with more than four decades of experience in 
regenera�ve tropical farming systems. He studied tropical agriculture in 
Witzenhausen, earned a master's degree at Technische Universität Berlin 
and holds a doctorate in agricultural sciences (Dr. rer. agr.) from Humboldt 
University of Berlin. Based in Bolivia since 1982, he began conver�ng his own 
farm to successional agroforestry in 1996, inspired and supported by Ernst 
Götsch. This prac�cal experience became a founda�on for his long-standing 
commitment to promo�ng produc�ve, biodiverse farming systems that 
work with ecological succession. As Co-Founder of ECOTOP Suisse and 

President of the ECOTOP Founda�on, he advances farmer-centred approaches to Dynamic Agroforestry 
through technical advisory work, capacity building and applied research. 

ECOTOP's work on cocoa systems, including experience and research in Ghana, informs approaches to 
rehabilita�ng ageing cocoa farms, renewing degraded plots, improving soil fer�lity, managing shade and 
biomass, and diversifying smallholder livelihoods. At the Nigeria/West Africa Cocoa Origins – EU 
Industry Match-Making Forum in Brussels, Dr. Milz will contribute to the Region-to-Region (R2R) 
discussions, exploring how DAF experience can support locally adapted cocoa rehabilita�on and 
renewal in Nigeria and West Africa in collabora�on with producer organisa�ons, ins�tu�ons and 
industry partners.
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Patrick Stoop is the founder and general managing partner of C-lever.org. He 
studied law and economics and leverages 45+ years of experience and professional 
insights, gained across many policy and business areas. Patrick worked for over 500 
public, social profit, and private organisa�ons across 50 countries. His broad 
professional focus covers: strategy, governance, HR, organiza�onal and 
ins�tu�onal development, finance, policy & budget cycles, development 
programmes, impact entrepreneurship, sustainable value chains, etc. He is 
mo�vated by contribu�ng to systemic understanding and posi�ve impact across 
the projects, assignments and business ac�vi�es C-lever.org engages in. The past 10 
years, Patrick is strongly involved in impact-driven entrepreneurship, decent work 
and sustainable value chains across mul�ple sectors; including extensive 
experience in the cocoa sector. 

Patrick provides strategic support to the monitoring, evalua�on and accountability of the European ini�a�ves for 
sustainable cocoa (Beyond Chocolate, GISCO and DISCO – 2018-2027), he led a cocoa traceability study for IDH 
and GIZ (2021-2022), contributed to a cocoa traceability study in Cameroon (2021-2022) and since 2022 he 
collaborates with Corus/LWR in support of the cocoa sector development in Nigeria. Under the LWR-led 
consor�um implemen�ng the TRACE project (2023-2027), Patrick is the strategic and technical lead for the 
projects' contribu�ons with respect to cocoa sector vision and policies, value chain governance, cocoa 
traceability, zoning and farming permits in protected areas, transi�on to a central plot registry and a to a cocoa 
data warehouse at State and Federal levels.

Daan Dullaart
Global Sourcing Manager, JS Cocoa B.V., Zaandam, the Netherlands
Daan Dullaart is Global Sourcing Manager at JS Cocoa, a Dutch cocoa 
processor founded in Zaandam in 1923 and specialised in upcycling off-
specifica�on cocoa, the beans and residues the mainstream industry rejects. 
He is responsible for the company's global procurement of raw materials, 
including off-spec cocoa beans, cocoa bu�er, powder and cake, and leads 
strategic sourcing projects and partnerships across the cocoa value chain.

Daan has travelled frequently to West Africa for more than 15 years as a 
merchant in a wide variety of commodi�es, including frozen foods, 
vegetable oils, coffee and cocoa. He works closely with Resigha Ltd, JS 

Cocoa's buying company in Ghana since 1984, and Valorify in Côte d'Ivoire, which buy off-spec cocoa 
directly from farmers and coopera�ves and turn what was once waste into income at origin. Through 
sustainability ini�a�ves such as compost produc�on from cocoa waste and farmer training 
programmes, he works to create shared value for farmers, buyers and processors. He is also developing 
new origins, including Cameroon, Uganda and Colombia. At the forum, Daan presents how upcycling off-
spec cocoa can unlock significant value for Nigeria's cocoa sector, and invites Nigerian partners to build 
this model together.



JS Cocoa B.V. is a Dutch cocoa processor based in Zaandam, the heart of the world's 
largest cocoa-processing region. We specialise in upcycling the cocoa that the mainstream 
supply chain rejects – black, clustered, mouldy and small beans, and residues from 
processors – into cocoa butter, cocoa powder and cocoa cake for the food and 
industrial markets. We trade physical cocoa only.

Our track record: Ghana 
For about 40 years JS Cocoa has bought off-spec cocoa directly from farms in Ghana, working 
with roughly 25,000 farmers. This gives farmers income for beans that would otherwise be lost, 
and keeps waste out of the chain.

The Opportunity in Nigeria 
An estimated 20-3-% of the cocoa crop is lost as off-spec beans and waste. These volumes still 
carry real value - roughly a third of the price of good cocoa. JS Cocoa wants to bring its Ghana 
model to Nigeria and buy across the chain. 
• Farm gate - black, clustered, mouldy and small beans 
• Along the chain up to the port -  rejects from buying centres, warehouses and exporters 
• Local processors -  Shells, residues and other side-streams
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Growing Nigeria’s

1,000,000

Thousands of 
cocoa farmers and 
cooperatives financed

Thousands of 

cocoa farms served

Upto 10 cocoa producing  
states served by our 
branch network

0700 220 1230 
customerservice@boanig.com
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